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Speech Language & Communication Needs 
High Street Primary Academy is committed to supporting the development of speech, language and communication to address the wide variety of needs across the whole school. The school understands how vital communication skills are as “Communicative approaches, in which adults help to develop children’s talking, and verbal expression through modelling language and reasoning have been found to have significant positive effects” (Education Endowment Foundation, 2018b). This is more even more crucial as the school is in an area of deprivation and there is a growing body of evidence to show that children from deprived areas may face more challenges with their speech and language skills. For example, a study has shown “Children in professional’s home were exposed to an average of more than fifteen hundred more spoken words per hour than children in welfare homes. Over one year, that amounted to a difference of nearly 8 million words, which by age four, amounted to a total gap of 32 million words” (Hart and Risley 1995). 

Through commissioned and community services, we offer a universal, targeted and specialist model to address the speech, language and communication needs (SLCN). We commission our own Speech and Language Therapist for 1 day a week. 
We work on all aspects of speech, language and communication, targeting the areas below as each area can impact the other.  
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Systems in place for Identifying SLCN
· A screen can be administered for any nursery or foundation child who is showing they may have difficulties 
· SLCN information is documented on transfer documents and, when appropriate, SLTs attend transfer/handover meetings before the child starts to ensure a smooth transition. 
· When parents attend open days the SLT provision is discussed and this provides opportunities for parents to discuss any concerns/request an assessment at this point.

· Opportunities for all classroom staff to have training in general speech and language development is available as evidence highlights that “Teachers need to know how children develop and learn and have a clear understanding of possible next steps in their development and learning (Pianta et al, 2002).”
· If there are concerns regarding a child’s SLC skills these are discussed with the SENCo so she has a good understanding of the SLCN across the school and can prioritise the needs of the children. 
· Monitoring by teachers on their tracking systems of SLC and then referral/discussion with INCo and SLT

· Referrals from, and, discussions with multi-disciplinary professionals

Assessing children with SLCN
· Both SLT services conduct batteries of in-depth formal and informal assessments which are often a combination of direct/indirect based on the referral information.

· Discussions with the class teacher/classroom staff form a key part of assessment to ensure an accurate picture is gained of the child across different settings. 

· Discussions with parents/caregivers when possible help give a holistic picture of the child’s SLC skills

·  Assessments and reviews happen regularly throughout the sessions of both our commissioned and community SLTs 
· Both the commissioned and community SLTs keep robust case notes and each session has an aim, outcome and plan written in this format. This ensures the child’s progress is reviewed and assessed each session. 
· Children’s SLCN is assessed by teachers on their tracking systems and included in IEPs where appropriate

Meeting needs and improving outcomes for children with SLCN

· All S&L sessions are tailored to the individuals’ needs. Our commissioned SLT can run individual sessions, paired or small group sessions depending on what would suit the child’s needs the best. Our community SLT offers 1;1 sessions.

· Input into IEP and provision map for every child on commissioned SLTs caseload.

· Regular verbal or written feedback with class teachers regarding child’s progress and ways to generalise into the classroom

· Regular meetings with SENCo to discuss the needs of children on caseload and new referrals
· Inclusion in TAM/CAF/EHAT meetings and cc’d into minutes when appropriate 

· Individual reports for EHCPs

· Speech and language reports can be written to accompany letters to GP or referrals to CDC. 

· Regular multidisciplinary liaison with both school based and external multi disciplinary teams (e.g. Educational Psychologists).

· Meetings with parent/carer/s about individual children  

· Nursery Natter packs – A pack specially created by our commissioned SLT which can be given to parents before their child starts Nursery. The aim is for them to complete this over the Summer holiday and covers the foundation skills of SLCN required in nursery.

· Foundation Fun – A pack can be given to parents (either from our nursery or from outside nurseries) to complete with their child over the Summer holidays before they start in foundation. This pack was specially created by our commissioned SLT and it covers the foundation skills of SLCN required in foundation. 
· Formal training sessions are offered to staff about a wide range of SLCN topics.
· Frequent opportunities for informal training/discussions as our commissioned SLT is in school for the whole day weekly so she is able to model/discuss instantly when a situation arises.  

· Our commissioned SLT provides visual supports as and when required for a range of resources e.g. general teaching & learning, TEACCH trays, wall displays, happy/sad symbols for emotions work as we understand the principles of dual coding. Dual coding theory suggests that representing information both visually and verbally enhances learning and retrieval from memory (Paivio, 1990; Clark & Paivio, 1991)

· Both our commissioned and community SLTs regularly complete CPD activities to ensure their knowledge is current and they are aware of new evidence based practice.  

· Both our commissioned and community SLTs will either recommend or refer to the wider multidisciplinary teams available e.g. school nurse, CAMHS etc. 
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